" Approved For Release ZOWNSMM1A000500060014-4

CENTRAL INTELLI'(‘}ENCE AGENCY

18 October 1951 '

SUBJZCT: - SE-17: TIHE CURRENT OUTLOOK IN PAKISTAN
: (Draft for IAC Representatives)

The Assassination of Liaguat Ali Khan

1. On 16 October Prime linister Liaquat Ali Khan was
assassinated by a man now officially described as an Afghan
national. The Premiership has been assumed by the Governor-

General of Pakistan, Khwaja Nazimuddine

Effect on the Stability of the Regime

20 The_re is unlikely to be any immediate threat to the i

stability of the regime. The popular reac‘oion to the murder \’\
has been one of shoek and revulsion. The group of Uoslem
League 1eaders which Liaquat headed occupies a dominant
position in Pakistani politics, has maintained a strong grip
on the army and on the press and radio, and appears to be

dealing efficiently with the situation. Although there is

some danger of disorders in the traditionally turbulent
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tribal areas in the larth Vest Frontier Province from which

the assassin came, the government will probably be able to
contain them.v Oppesition groups‘ are weak: The army cone
spiracy of last spring appears to have been effectively crushed,

3o Nevertheless, the goverment is Likely to be less
firm and less powerful than it was under Liaquata‘ Nazimuddin
is a relatively colorless‘ though capable East Pakistan poli-
tician who appears to have been chosen as a symbol of national
unity and as a neutral chairmang heither he nor any of his
colleagues appear to possess Liaquat's high degree of personal
vigor and political prestige. The absence of an esté.blished _
‘line of succession encourages rivalry within the ruling group.
Finally, despite the initial popular reaction, the use of

violence as a political Weapon may serve to encourage extremists.

Lffect on the Kashmir Dispube™®

L. The assassination does not aLf:ffect our present estimate
that neither Pakistan nor India is likely deliberately to
initiate hostilities over Kashmir prior to the end of 1951,

* See NIEJl, "Probable Developments in the Kashmir Dispute
to the End of 1951," published 1l September 1951, '
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The leaders of both countries appear genuinely shocked by the
assassination and anxious to avoid trouble, and are probably

. capable of preventing public pressure from getting .out of hand.

5. However, the assassination will probably oblige Pakistan's
leaders to feview Liaquat's Kashmir policy. The meeting of the
pro-Indian Kashmir Constituent Assembly, ' scheduled for 31 October, -
and the submission of the Graham report to the UN Security Council
make further decisions inescapable. It may well be that the
new governmexit. wiil feel impelled to prosecute Palcistan's claims
even more vigorously,_ In the abs.ence of any conciliatory act
by India, the Pakistan Government would slmost certainly increase
its pressure for firm UN action either in the Security Council
or through submission of the issue to the General Assembly. Ir
these tactlcs failed to .produqe results, the chances would in-
crease substantially that Pakistan would deiiberately resort to

war to be forced into war by army and popular pressure.

6. There is a possibility that extremist elements in Azad
(pro~Pakistan) Kashmir may attempt in the near future to take
advantage of the situation and, by attacking Indian troopé s to
bring sbout a general resumption of hostilitles in Kashmir,

There 1s also a slight chance that hotheaded Pakistani army
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officers not arrested in conmnection with last spring's cone

spiracy micht take similar action,

Effect on delations with Afrhanistan

7o The official description of the assassin as an Afphan

’nationél may create some publi¢ pressure for war againgst
AMghanistan. Pakictan nay demand that Afphanistan make Some

atonement for the assassination and rencunce further apitaticn
in regard to Pushtoonistan., Iven if Afphanistan proves un-
responsive, however, it is doubtful that the Pakistan Govern
ment would wish to go to war or that public opinion could

force the govermment to go to war.

Zffect on Delations with the Vest

8. Liaquat's collcagues s notably Foreign Uindster Sir
Johammed Zafrullah han and the new Govarnoqueneral s have
shared his pro-iestern leanings. But the unsettled staie of
the Kashmir dispute, plus increasing anti.Vlesternism in the
Uoslem world; particularly as a result of the Angl o-Epyptian
crisis, will make it more difficult for Liaquat Ali's successors
to maintain a pro-Viestern oriemtation. Although it is highly
unlikely that the Government of Pakistan would twrn toward the
Soviet bloc, neutralism will almost certainly increase,
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